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StoryBoard

BE Viking was at it again. Read all
about his adventures in Europe.

Geocachers
of the Month

Learn about this great
geocaching duo from

TEQOA
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Click on any page numbers to
navigate to that page!
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Geaché
of the Month

Get ready to head up
North for this highly
favorited cache!

Texas Challenge 2026
Wow! Check out all the fun we had 25 Years of Texas

during the days leading up to Challenge
Challengfe, the main event, and .
events after! Lots of pics to see! Take on this new challenge that

commemorates 25 years of Texe
Challenge with a new cache for
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The! Geocachlng Assomaﬂon

be the foremost | advocate = for
“in Texas and to promote the

‘j“f h a"central website, social media,
shops; events and  information
s, . While encouraging responsible
P of public lands. TXGA is
| d | to celebrating the diversity of
‘ membersh|p in all regions of Texas.

3¢ allow| Us to serve and support
er while building ' a dynamic
,: ‘environment in Texas and
er community

‘J.A) Is‘a volunteer organization . We! '

beyond From .finders to hiders,
novice  geocachers, our |

President

TXGA Board Me;mbers

‘ Kevin Boatman (K13) .

. Vice President
Patricia Elkins (MsPatt)

Finance & Compliance Director
. !Michael Cash (- mijkie)

| Secretary ,
. Patricia Maldonado (' Ca$hQueen )

Membersh‘ip Director

. Greg Liffick (Texas Greg)

! Education Director
Wayne Lind (The Outlaw)

IT/UX Director

' Region Reps

; Central

1 'Greg Lawn ( travelingGeek ')

' Joe Francane (bklyntex1015)

. East
. \Wanda Risher (Jacks86)

. North

South

. Michael McKinney ( McKsix)

'Cheri Tummelson (CrazyChickC )

| Southeast
! ElisaReynozo (georeyna )
| West
' ‘Alicia Mullins ( BigDaddy.BabyDoll )
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StoryBoard

In the Fall of 2025 | took an epic Europeangeocachingtrip. |
spent weeks planning a route that would take me to as many
countries as possible and visit many of the famous cities in

Europe My planfocusedon different cachetypes, oldestcaches, § i

most FP,etc. Fortunately,what | found is, if you focuson the city
centers, you can typically find many interesting caches, see
fantastic architecture and culture, eat great food, and generally
haveanamazingtime.

| am happy to share the details, routes ory//d@
logistics for anyone that is willing to listen z ";i)y
but for this article, | thought | would share ¥

£h e

someof the bestexperiencesss. atravelogue

Goingin - | wasmost nervousabout the driving. My route ended
up being 240kms and | was typically driving from sunup to

sundown If you read my previousStory Board story, you know |

have a checkeredpast with rental cars- to saythe least In fact,

thinking backon my history, it is kind of shockingthat companies
will even rent me a car. Fortunately, on this trip, the car was
returned with no damage!However,there were numerousclose
calls (all my fault), multiple efforts to park my tiny rental in

ridiculouslysmall spacesa terrifying drive in the Dolomites, and
a smallincident in Switzerland(l calledthis Almost International
Incident# 1) wherel endedup in a pedestrianonly zoneandthen

a zone where only electric trams are allowed In many of these
situations,| washelpedalongby friendly localsshowingme what

to do with emphatic hand gestures and shouted words of

encouragement{at leastthat iswhat | believethey weredoing)!

| sawsomeincrediblesightsduring my trip z eachof the citiesin
which | stopped was amazingz | have a particular soft spot for
Warsaw (Poland), Budapest(Hungary), Innsbruck (Austria), the
Dolomites(ltaly), Switzerland,Luxembourgand Nancy(France)
will particularly remember Switzerland despite having some of
the most frightening moments.

Almost International
__ Incident#2 happened
.. asl wasleavingBasel
- (Switzerland) and
= walking back to my
car. | noticed a very
large  number of
policemen on the
side of the road
 hangingout casually

around what | called the urban
assaultvehicle(think abouta cross
between an RV and a tank) and
many police cars | got backto the
car and started following Google
mapsout of town and suddenlyall
those cars came blasting up the
road with full sirens led by the
urban assaultvehicle Of course,
they all turned left where |l needed
to turn and jumped out in full riot
gear and blocked the street.

Brian Erickson (BE Viking)

Google maps said O O G ON &d 6

the policemenwere not interested
in that plan, so | turned right and
Googlemaps promptly redirected
me around the block and right
back to the same corner z this
happened several times. Finally,
the police let me, and a few other
cars make the left turn, and as |
was driving down the street, |
heard several very loud booms
from the urban assault vehicle,
and a crowd of people came
running up the stairsholding their
shirts over their noseand mouths.

As the old saying goes O- U

momma A E A iaie(ho fool.6 |
know whenthe party is overand it
is time to leave | was able to
weave my way through the mess
and get out of Basel | neverdid
find out what was going on z |
assume it was some kind of
protest that the police decided
wasover. | wasjust gladto get out
unscathed!
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Meeting new and interesting peopleis really one of
the best parts about geocaching In addition to the
peoplel met at different events,| had severalother
memorable encountersalong the way: In a café in
Warsaw(Poland),| sat next to and chatted with a
Germancouplethat wasthere to visit some of the
death camps from WWII becausethey felt it was
their obligation asGermangto understandwhat had
happened under their former leaders In the
countryside of Austria, | met a local man that was
mowing the lawn of his family winery. (In this area
of the country every family has their own winery.)
Although he spokeno English,he invited me in for a
beer and showed me his A | Ewirg Gr@king
operation, and | explained geocaching to him.
Alcoholis a great lubricant for conversationswvhen
neither party speaks the others language! In
Innsbruck(Austria), | had dinner with members of
4AAT 001 BxamilyfaBdhér an amazingmeal
andone of the first opportunitieson my trip to relax
In Maastricht (The Netherlands),| met a local who
wascompletelydressedn KCChiefgear. We started
talking, and it turns out he grew up about 30
minutes from where | was raised However, the
coolest interaction was in Joinville, France Once |
had my itinerary plannedout, | sharedit with some
of my Europeanfriends askedthem if they wanted
to come along on my trip. Kevin Carlier (many of
you havemet him at Challengeoverthe pastseveral
years) reached out and made a counterproposal
Could | attend his wedding in France?Of coursel
had to attend, so| made some changesto the plan
and arrived at the wedding much to the surpriseof
many of the attendees!It turned out to be one of
my favorite memoriesfrom the trip.

Following the wedding and 6 days of nonstop
cachingandtravel, | wasworn out. The lastdaywas
a blur, and | headedto the Frankfurt airport for an
earlydinnerandto get somerestbefore jumping on
anotherflight backacrosshe OB 1T I A6

Here are some of the key numbers | drove over
2400km, found 150caches(10different types)in
15countriesR1citiesacrossEurope

Day 1 - Poland (Krakow) Day 4 - ltaly (Dolomites & Bolzano)
Day 2 - Czech Republic (Koprivica & Brno) | Day 4 - Austria (Innsbruck)
Day 2 - Austria (Vienna) Day 5 - Liechtenstein

Day 2 - Slovakia (Bratislava) Day 5 - Switzerland (Zuric & Basel)
Day 2 - Hungary (Budapest) Day 5 - Luxembourg

Day 3 - Croatia (Zagreb) Day 6 - France (Nancy & Joinville)

Day 3 - Slovenia (Ptuj & Maribor) Day 7 - Belgium (Liege)

Day 3 - Austria (Klaustenberg) Day 7 - Netherlands (Maastricht) | 5]
Day 3 - Italy (Brunico) Day 7 Germany (Frankfurt) e




TXGA Tellusa little about yourselves

We are Tommy & Cindy. We have 4 kids, 4
grandkidsand 18fosterchildren We love living
on a ranch and raising animals We enjoy
campingand taking our grandkidson trips.

TXGA How did you get started caching?

One of our sondearned about geocachingso
we cachedasa family under hisaccount After
retirement, we got back into geocachingand
openedour own account
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TXGA How did you come up with your
cachingname?

GotYout6 meansl 06 goteyour back. Tommy
Is a United States Marine and a retired
Texas State Trooper, so GotYoulb was a
perfectname for us Plus,we are a family of
6 and alwayshave eacho t h backs &

TXGA What do you most enjoy about
geocaching?

Traveling to unique destinationsto find a
cacheand meeting so many great people
We are going on the Worldwide Cache
Cruise this summer and look forward to
finding the oldestcachein Sweden

TXGA What are some highlights of your
geocachingcareersofar?

Finishing all the countiesin Texas (finisher
#30), Coloradoand Oklahoma. Finishingthe
Texa2-Stepchallenge(#5). We have cached
in 6 countries and will add 7 more this
summert We have cachedin 35statessofar.

TXGA What elsewould you like to share?
One of our favorite geocachesis GCABEC
Bi | Hegad sn Colorada A hike up a
mountain sidewith a cave near the top. Just
asyou enter the cave there standsa child size
mannequin The cacheisin hishead. A photo
of GotYoul at this cache was used as a
displayin the Mazeexhibit


https://coord.info/GC1ABEC
https://coord.info/GC1ABEC
https://coord.info/GC1ABEC
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For this month's cache of the month, we are going pretty far
north . It's hidden in Clay County just southeast of Wichita
Falls. This cache checks all of the boxes. It's creative. It's
LARGE It has 216 favorite points. It even has good parking .
DeanSmiths placed this cache in August of 2014. It has been
found almost 500 times and 44% of finders have given it a
favorite point. This one has room for trackables and great
swag. It's good for newbies and veteran cachers alike.
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Welcome=Weeliiesddyy - withthRié!



https://coord.info/GCBAEAY

Not Your Usual Lamppost Cache (Event!)



https://coord.info/GCBAEAZ

Inner Space Caverns
Group Tour




«..... IXGA Celebrates the
FIRST Geocaching
Event
GCBJ9BV

§\ Since 1866
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https://coord.info/GCBJ9BV

| GEOCACHING
[

ADVENTURE ™

W, BAKERY

=

g

| 3/21/26 From

-. msmc% ( =TT
|  THEEPIC OF s
- ALL AND SUNDRY | P

|
2 &

AR HTH £ 2TH
80 MG PARLOR



https://coord.info/GCBAEB0
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https://coord.info/GCBAEB2

















































