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* Texas Challenge Pics ~ * Challenge, Election & * Another adventurous
HOF Winners story from BE Viking.

* Lone Star Roundup 2026 ~ * A New 25% Anniversary

In this issue: * Cacher of the Month
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BE Viking was at it again. Read all
about his adventures in Europe.
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Geocachers
of the Month
Learn about thisfqreat

eocaching duo from
est Texas!
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Click on any page numbers to
navigate to that page!

Texas Challenge 2026

Wow! Check out all the fun we had
during the days leading up to
Challenge, the main event, and
events dfter! Lots of pics to see!

TXGA Mission/Membership/Board
Hall of Fame

Competition Winners

Board Elections

Caching with myrthman

TXGA YouTube Channel
Geo-events Calendar
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Geocache
of the Month

Get ready to head u
North for this highly
favorited cache!

25 Years of Texas
Challenge

Take on this new challenge that
commemorates 25 years of Texas
Challenge with a new cache for
every year! Learn more by going
to this page.
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MISSION STATEMENT

The Texas Geocaching Association
(TXGA) is a volunteer organization. We
strive to be the foremost advocate for
Geocaching in Texas and to promote the
family-oriented activity of geocaching
through a central website, social media,
workshops, events and information
displays, while encouraging responsible
stewardship of public lands. TXGA is
committed to celebrating the diversity of
our membership in all regions of Texas
and beyond. From finders to hiders,
veteran 1o novice geocachers, our
differences allow us to serve and support
each other while building a dynamic
geocaching environment in Texas and
the greater community.

Become a Member!

Click here to join

TXGA Board Members
President
Kevin Boatman (K13)

Vice President
Patricia Elkins (MsPaftt)

Finance & Compliance Director
Michael Cash (mijkie)

Secretary

Patricia Maldonado (Ca$hQueen)

Membership Director
Greg Liffick (Texas Greg)

Education Director
Wayne Lind (The Outlaw)

IT/UX Director
Greg Lawn (fravelingGeek)

Region Reps

Central
Joe Francone (bklyntex1015)

East
Wanda Risner (Jacks86)

North
Michael McKinney (McKsix)

South
Cheri Tummelson (CrazyChickC)

Southeast
Elisa Reynozo (georeyna)

West
Alicia Mullins (BigDaddy_BabyDoll)


https://texasgeocaching.com/membership-page
https://texasgeocaching.com/

Story Board

In the Fall of 2025, | took an epic European geocaching trip. |
spent weeks planning a route that would take me to as many
countries as possible and visit many of the famous cities in
Europe. My plan focused on different cache types, oldest caches,
most FP, etc. Fortunately, what | found is, if you focus on the city
centers, you can typically find many interesting caches, see
fantastic architecture and culture, eat great food, and generally

have an amazing time.

Going in - | was most nervous about the driving. My route ended
up being 2400kms and | was typically driving from sunup to
sundown. If you read my previous Story Board story, you know |
have a checkered past with rental cars - to say the least. In fact,
thinking back on my history, it is kind of shocking that companies
will even rent me a car. Fortunately, on this trip, the car was
returned with no damage! However, there were numerous close
calls (all my fault), multiple efforts to park my tiny rental in
ridiculously small spaces, a terrifying drive in the Dolomites, and
a small incident in Switzerland (I called this Almost International
Incident #1) where | ended up in a pedestrian only zone and then
a zone where only electric trams are allowed. In many of these
situations, | was helped along by friendly locals showing me what
to do with emphatic hand gestures and shouted words of
encouragement (at least that is what | believe they were doing)!

| am happy to share the details, routes or
logistics for anyone that is willing to listen —
but for this article, | thought | would share
some of the best experiences vs. a travelogue.

| saw some incredible sights during my trip — each of the cities in
which | stopped was amazing — | have a particular soft spot for
Warsaw (Poland), Budapest (Hungary), Innsbruck (Austria), the
Dolomites (ltaly), Switzerland, Luxembourg and Nancy (France). |
will particularly remember Switzerland despite having some of
the most frightening moments.

Almost International
z 3 Incident#2 happened

= “1-:._:’..._ e

: e i@ . as | was leaving Basel
— XT "'f"'”i_.*%i;'h_._ (Switzerland)  and

—— = walking back to my
' car. | noticed a very
large  number of
Ll policemen on the
.= side of the road
hanging out casually

Brian Erickson (BE Viking)

around what | called the urban
assault vehicle (think about a cross
between an RV and a tank) and
many police cars. | got back to the
car and started following Google
maps out of town and suddenly all
those cars came blasting up the
road with full sirens led by the
urban assault vehicle. Of course,
they all turned left where | needed
to turn and jumped out in full riot
gear and blocked the street.
Google maps said “turn left” but
the policemen were not interested
in that plan, so | turned right and
Google maps promptly redirected
me around the block and right
back to the same corner - this
happened several times. Finally,
the police let me, and a few other
cars make the left turn, and as |
was driving down the street, |
heard several very loud booms
from the urban assault vehicle,
and a crowd of people came
running up the stairs holding their
shirts over their nose and mouths.
As the old saying goes: “My
momma didn’t raise no fool.” |
know when the party is over and it
is time to leave. | was able to
weave my way through the mess
and get out of Basel. | never did
find out what was going on — |
assume it was some kind of
protest that the police decided
was over. | was just glad to get out
unscathed!
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Story Board (cont'd.)

Meeting new and interesting people is really one of
the best parts about geocaching. In addition to the
people | met at different events, | had several other
memorable encounters along the way: In a café in
Warsaw (Poland), | sat next to and chatted with a
German couple that was there to visit some of the
death camps from WWII because they felt it was
their obligation as Germans to understand what had
happened under their former leaders. In the
countryside of Austria, | met a local man that was
mowing the lawn of his family winery. (In this area
of the country every family has their own winery.)
Although he spoke no English, he invited me in for a
beer and showed me his family’s wine making
operation, and | explained geocaching to him.
Alcohol is a great lubricant for conversations when
neither party speaks the others language! In
Innsbruck (Austria), | had dinner with members of
TeamPumpJack’s family and had an amazing meal
and one of the first opportunities on my trip to relax.
In Maastricht (The Netherlands), | met a local who
was completely dressed in KC Chief gear. We started
talking, and it turns out he grew up about 30
minutes from where | was raised. However, the
coolest interaction was in Joinville, France. Once |
had my itinerary planned out, | shared it with some
of my European friends asked them if they wanted
to come along on my trip. Kevin Carlier (many of
you have met him at Challenge over the past several
years) reached out and made a counterproposal:
Could | attend his wedding in France? Of course |
had to attend, so | made some changes to the plan
and arrived at the wedding much to the surprise of
many of the attendees! It turned out to be one of
my favorite memories from the trip.

Following the wedding and 6 days of nonstop
caching and travel, | was worn out. The last day was
a blur, and | headed to the Frankfurt airport for an
early dinner and to get some rest before jumping on
another flight back across the “pond”.

Here are some of the key numbers. | drove over
2400km, found 150 caches (10 different types) in
15 countries/21 cities across Europe.
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TXGA: Tell us a little about yourselves.

We are Tommy & Cindy. We have 4 kids, 4
grandkids and 18 foster children. We love living
on a ranch and raising animals. We enjoy
camping and taking our grandkids on trips.

TXGA: How did you get started caching?

One of our sons learned about geocaching, so
we cached as a family under his account. After
retirement, we got back into geocaching and
opened our own account.

TXCA: How did you come up with your
caching name?

GotYour6 means I've got your back. Tommy
is a United States Marine and a retired
Texas State Trooper, so GotYour6 was a
perfect name for us. Plus, we are a family of
6 and always have each others’ backs.

TXGA: What do you most enjoy about
geocaching?

Traveling to unique destinations to find a
cache and meeting so many great people.
We are going on the Worldwide Cache
Cruise this summer and look forward to
finding the oldest cache in Sweden.

TXGA: What are some highlights of your
geocaching career so far?

Finishing all the counties in Texas (finisher
#301), Colorado and Oklahoma. Finishing the
Texas 2-Step challenge (#51). We have cached
in 6 countries and will add 7 more this
summer. We have cached in 35 states so far.

TXGA: What else would you like to share?
One of our favorite geocaches is GCIABEC
Billy’s Head in Colorado. A hike up a
mountain side with a cave near the top. Just
as you enter the cave there stands a child size
mannequin. The cache is in his head. A photo
of GotYour6 at this cache was used as a
display in the Maze exhibit.


https://coord.info/GC1ABEC
https://coord.info/GC1ABEC
https://coord.info/GC1ABEC

Cache of the Month
North Texas

For this month's cache of the month, we are going pretty far
north. It's hidden in Clay County just southeast of Wichita
Falls. This cache checks all of the boxes. It's creative. It's
LARGE. It has 216 favorite points. It even has good parking.
DeanSmiths placed this cache in August of 2014. It has been
found almost 500 times and 44% of finders have given it a
favorite point. This one has room for trackables and great
swag. It's good for newbies and veteran cachers alike.
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- GCCode:  GC4Y330 _ _
- Name: ~ US-287 South, Clay County
Cache Type ' Cache Type: Traditional =~
" Region: North s

v

W -'e;_.-;' o Reglqn S0
' ~‘County: ~  County:Clay
Cache Owner: Cache Owner: DeanSmiths
Hidden: Hidden: 08/01/2014
Favorite Pts:  Favorite Pts: 216 -




Welcome Wednesday - with Pie!

GCBAEAY



https://coord.info/GCBAEAY

Not Your Usual Lamppost Cache (Event!)
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GCBAEAZ



https://coord.info/GCBAEAZ

Inner Space Caverns
Group Tour
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https://coord.info/GCBJ9BV



https://coord.info/GCBAEB0

Welcome to T:
TXGA Hall of Fame
GCBH79(C

. Rathergohiking
Congratulations (Dennis Tatum)
to our
Txrgodfan
2026
Hall of Fame (Paul Nagel)
Inductees HiDude_98

(Paul Albers)



https://coord.info/GCBH790
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Congratulations

Rathergohiking
txgo4fan
HiDude 98
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https://coord.info/GCBAEB2

The 24th Annual Texas Challenge
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https://coord.info/GCB4F75




The 24th Annual Texas Challenge
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Congrats to
everyone!

v




The 24th Annual Texas Challenge




Final Team Results:

Gold Ammo Can: North Region - 402.25 Average
Silver Ammo Can: Out of State - 342.00 Average
Bronze Ammo Can: East Region - 312.82 Average

4th place: Southeast Region - 294.64 Average
5th place: Central Region - 239.86 Average
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https://coord.info/GCBAEB3
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https://coord.info/GCBGEE0

More mfnrmatlun cumlng soon
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https://coord.info/GCBGEE8

25 Years of Texas Challenges

A little over 25 years ago, a group of cachers (UsMorrows, 9Key, Cybercat, CacheReward, and
Moosiegirl) got together and came up with an idea of creating a statewide event that celebrated
geocaching. In addition to the fun and fellowship, the centerpiece of this event was a
competition to determine annual bragging rights for the “Best Geocaching” group in Texas. The
winning team was awarded the Golden Ammo Can.

Over the years this event has morphed and evolved but the core idea remains, and Texas
Challenge is the longest running event of its kind and the longest running Mega event.

From March 9 -14, 2027, TXGA will be celebrating our 25" Annual Texas Challenge in San Angelo,
TX. To help commemorate this incredible milestone TXGA is announcing a special caching
project - 25 Years of Texas Challenges. TXGA will be releasing a series of 25 Anniversary
Caches. Each of these caches will celebrate one of our 25 Texas Challenges. In addition to the
normal contents - each cache will contain a passport and a special punch that corresponds to
that year’s event. The first 25 people to complete their Passport will receive a commemorative
coin that will be awarded at the 25% Texas Challenge in March 2027. Once you have completed
your passport — send a picture of your passport to the following address for
validation 25yrsOfChallenges@TexasGeocaching.com. Who knows - there may also be some
other interesting prizes available along the way, so pay attention to the contents of the caches
and cache pages! Are you ready to get your passport and go find those caches?

Here are the caches and their tentative publish dates.

1.Fort Parker SP - 2003 (GCBJXJ7) (Available now)

2.Huntsville SP - 2004 (GCBJYQJ5) - (Available June 2026)

3.Cedar Hill SP - 2005 (GCBJYQC) - (Available July 2026)

4.Inks Lake SP - 2006 (GCBJYQ)J) - (Available August 2026)

5.Brazos Bend SP - 2007 (GCBJYQY) - (Available May 2026)

6.Lake Mineral Wells SP - 2008 (GCBJYRC) - (Available November 2026)
7.Enchanted Rock SP - 2009 (GCBJYRM) - (Available October 2026)
8.San Angelo SP - 2010 (GCBJYRX) - (Available March 2027)
9.Huntsville SP - 2011 (GCBJYT4) - (Available September 2026)
10.Ray Roberts SP - 2012 (GCBJYTD) - (Available December 2026)
11.Port Aransas - 2013 (GCBJYTQ) - (Available January 2027)
12.Bastrop SP - 2014 (GCBJYTZ) - (Available March 2026)
13.Lubbock - 2015 (GCBJYV6) - (Available March 2027)
14.Brenham - 2016 (GCBJYVC) - (Available May 2026)
15.Tyler - 2017 (GCBIJYVK) - (Available April 2026)

16.Denton - 2018 (GCBJYVT) - (Available June 2026)
17.Seguin - 2019 (GCBJYW?2) - (Available May 2026)
18.Round Rock - 2020 (GCBJYWS5)- (Available March 2026)
19.Cisco - 2021 (GCBJYWB) - (Available March 2027)
20.Conroe - 2022 (GCBJYWK) - (Available July 2026)
21.Longview - 2023 (GCBJYWT) - (Available April 2026)
22.Wichita Falls - 2024 (GCBJYX3) - (Available March 2027)
23.Floresville - 2025 (GCBJYX7) - (Available August 2026) 28
24.Taylor - 2026 (GCBJYX)J) - (Available March 2026)

25.West Texas Location - 2027 (GCBJYXV) - (Available March 2027)



mailto:25yrsOfChallenges@TexasGeocaching.com
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The following Election Results and Announcements were
made during Texas Challenge:

Congratulations to Patricia Elkins (MsPatt) for winning the
election for a final 2-year term as TXGA Vice President.

We also would like to welcome a new Central Texas Region
Rep, Joe Francone (bklyntex1015) and,

Welcome, once again, Wanda Risner (Jacks86) as our East
Texas Region Rep.

We also would like to extend our thanks and appreciation to
outgoing reps, Marcellus Cadd (atriedes) and Michael
Chandler (fire2water) for their service to TXGA during their
tenures.


https://texasgeocaching.com/
https://texasgeocaching.com/bylaws

Big Heads

geacaching with myrthman | Sean Rockley
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*  [Introduction *  Multicaches

* Getting Started * Letterbox Hybrid Caches
* Configuring Your Profile * Puzzle Caches
* Traditional Caches * Challenge Caches

=  Events & CITOs * Trackables & Collectibles

*  Virtual Caches Yo “Tuh e Understanding GPS

* Earthcaches *  Exploring Your Profile Part 2

#ITJ: 4TI to join the geocachers in the know by going to the
TXGA Channel and clicking on “Subscribe”.


https://myrthman.blogspot.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@TexasGeocachingAssociation
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GC-code
GCBKHKY
GCBK2D8
GCBK2DD
GCBMOVG
GCBMC5D
GCBM8HY
GCBKAB9
GCBM8CT
GCBKHX9
GCBKABG
GCBKAAP
GCBFERO
GCBKZXM
GCBKe6ZC
GCBKZ8K
GCBKXYT
GCBKQCO
GCBMOBV
GCBK9TP
GCBKKVB
GCBJ332
GCBKVPR
GCBJBWY
GCBM6PV
GCBK1CK
GCBK7GY
GCBKKW1
GCBM7BQ
GCBM7B6
GCBKKVN
GCBHZRX
GCBJWGG
GCBKE6W
GCBKKT)J
GCBKKW8
GCBJ336
GCBK9X6
GCBKD1N

Upcoming Geo-events

by Region*

Name

GeoTex Geocachers Breakfast April 2026

Pf CITO - Moose Park & Settlers Valley Greenbelt
Pf Parks Post-CITO Brunch VI

Maker Magic by Magic Mason

Beware the Ides of April 2026

Join Me In The Land of Pickles

Geocaching 101

Geo-101& Cachetur & Maker Magic

GameFor... Taco Tuesday on Cinco de Mayo? Week Early

Geocaching 101

Geocaching 101

Summer Solstice 2026

" Salty & Sweet Treat Night"

14th Annual Tatum CITO

Fifth Tatum Trifecta Regatta

Tatum Trifecta Fish Fry - 12th Edition Style
Kingsnu's Epic trip 2.0 and our 150th

Pass the Stack of Pancakes, Ma! Event

4*6*2026 £+ DAWGS Like Freshness

PAG inspires us all?

Save the Island with PAGTICTACTOE game time
Geocaching Hot Wheel Collectors invade the Big "D"@
@ “Dam RightIt’s a CITO! - Red River Cleanup” @
Maker Magic - Hidden in Plain Sight

/*Maker Magic: Build-A-Cache Workshop - Texoma
Grabbin Some Grub At Wheeler BBQ

Sunday evening coffee with PAG

Maker Magic - Elevating Cache Quality

Maker Magic - Get twisted with burgers

SPIN with PAG

The Key to happiness is ... 80's song trivia...

C.I.T.O. Season One 2026

AToastto Tuesday

Lets race to Edmonds with PAG

Wear your favorite Armor for PAG!

PAG brings the CANDY GAME to Three Wide
05*04*2026 DAWGS BBQ For the Fourth

May the Fourth Be With You MaxMob* Event

Type

Event Cache
CITO Event
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
CITO Event
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
CITO Event
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
CITO Event
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache
Event Cache

Hidden date

4/4/2026
4/7/2026
4/7/2026
4/12/2026
4/13/2026
4/14/2026
4/18/2026
4/23/2026
4/28/2026
5/9/2026
5/16/2026
6/21/2026
4/24/2026
4/25/2026
4/25/2026
4/25/2026
4/2/2026
4/4/2026
4/6/2026
4/8/2026
4/9/2026
4/11/2026
4/11/2026
4/11/2026
4/11/2026
4/11/2026
4/12/2026
4/14/2026
4/16/2026
4/17/2026
4/18/2026
4/18/2026
4/19/2026
4/23/2026
4/26/2026
5/2/2026
5/4/2026
5/4/2026

*published by 3/29/26
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https://www.geocaching.com/plan/lists/BMFC0Q5
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GC-code
GCBKY2B
GCBKN4A
GCBJVKW
GCBM9T5
GCBK1B2
GCBJT9C
GCBM9wWB
GCBH5Y4
GCBMAZ7
GCBK4G)
GCBKPAD
GCBK15R
GCBKRNT
GCBKNCD
GCBKZMY
GCBKZNN
GCBM8P1
GCBKFBV
GCBKFCM
GCBKGA7
GCBM5B2
GCBKXHV
GCBKXB7
GCBMBX2
GCBKZX9
GCBM9CH
GCBM9W5
GCBKXE4
GCBKJE9
GCBKZXF
GCBKZY2
GCBJGNQ
GCBJGNE
GCBM13E
GCBHE79
GCBHWWZ
GCBKY31
GCBKK3P
GCBKIJXJ

Upcoming Geo-events

by Region*

Name

Let's Talk Geocaching - April Fool's Edition
Trail Magic Mitchell Lake

Caffeinated Springtime Camaraderie

What's so Special? Meet & Greet April 10, 2026
Maker Magic San Antonio

No Country For Old Empresarios

Oh, Where can itbe? Meet & Greet April 17, 2026
Texas Geocampers at Goliad State Park

April Showers Bring Meet & Greet April 24, 2026
RavenclawTia's 50th Birthday GeoBash

Club UAP - Show & Tell

Burritos & Tweed?

Will Cache for Food #184 - £3 Easter Monday &
FIRST MONDAY IN MID COUNTY APRIL 2026
April 2026 CITO

ABC Lunchtime - BBQ

Club UFO: Fiddle-Faddle

mmmmm donuts - CXXI

Hey Buddy, Let's Clean Up Another Park CXXI
MWG's 2026 Maker Magic Event

Everyone looks great at the starting line

Maker Magic - Cache Creation Day
Breakfastwith a Geocacher #12

KAWSGE 50

Tax Day!

WATPM April 2026

Maker Magic - Cache building with Pickles 2026
Hey Buddy, Let's Clean Up Another Park - Earth Day
Park & Gab 216: Rudy's Cantina and Grill

May 20th Event

World Tessellation Day

24 hrs of Event-ing #22

24 hrs of Event-ing #23

Windblown Trash Bash

24 hrs of Event-ing #24

Escaperoom: The Bootlegger behind the Blackboard

West Region Meet Up
Maker Magic - Learn to Use Power Tools!
Webfoot Wanderings in Amarillo

T4 T
Event Cache 4/1/2026
Event Cache 4/4/2026
Event Cache 4/6/2026
Event Cache 4/10/2026
Event Cache 4/13/2026
Event Cache 4/17/2026
EventCache  4/17/2026
Event Cache 4/18/2026
EventCache  4/24/2026
Event Cache 4/25/2026
Event Cache 4/1/2026
Event Cache 4/3/2026
Event Cache 4/6/2026
Event Cache 4/6/2026
CITO Event 4/7/2026
Event Cache 4/7/2026
Event Cache 4/8/2026
Event Cache 4/11/2026
CITO Event 4/11/2026
Event Cache 4/11/2026
EventCache  4/11/2026
Event Cache 4/12/2026
Event Cache 4/12/2026
Event Cache 4/15/2026
Event Cache 4/15/2026
EventCache  4/16/2026
Event Cache 4/21/2026
CITO Event 4/22/2026
Event Cache 4/28/2026
Event Cache 5/20/2026
Event Cache 6/17/2026
Event Cache 4/2/2026
Event Cache 4/3/2026
CITO Event 4/4/2026
Event Cache 4/5/2026
Event Cache 4/11/2026
Event Cache 4/18/2026
EventCache  4/25/2026
Event Cache 5/17/2026 52

*published by 03/29/26


https://www.geocaching.com/plan/lists/BMFC0Q5
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